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APPLE TREE DENTAL AWARDED FOUR GRANTS
TO INCREASE PEDIATRIC SERVICES IN THE METRO
(Mounds View, MN; October 20, 2022) – Apple Tree
Dental is proud to announce that the organiza1on has
received four grants, which are bolstering its eﬀorts to
expand pediatric dental services for children and
adolescents in the Twin Ci1es.
Generous grant funding from the Medica Founda1on,
Anoka County FY2021 Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG), Minnesota Department of Health’s FY2022
Clinical Dental Educa1on Innova1ons (CDEI) grant, and
the Park Dental Founda1on support this important work.
Nearly one in ﬁve children under the age of 12
A pediatric patient at the Mounds View Center for
experiences tooth decay, according to the U.S. Centers
Dental Health gets ready for a dental cleaning.
www.appletreedental.org/services/pediatrics
for Disease Control and Preven1on. Lack of dental care
causes many children to develop dental cavi1es, the
most common disease in children. Untreated dental disease can cause problems with ea1ng,
speaking, playing, and cause children to miss school and other ac1vi1es.
The lead grant funding is suppor1ng the development of Apple Tree’s Pediatric Center of
Excellence, under the direc1on of Nathaniel Cook, DDS, Director of Pediatrics. Through this
support, Apple Tree is now expanding its specially trained pediatric dental staﬀ, developing new
pediatric den1stry training programs for general den1sts and dental therapists, purchasing
essen1al pediatric equipment and supplies, and expanding pediatric specialty clinic days for
underserved kids throughout the region.
As one of Minnesota’s largest Cri1cal Access Dental (CAD) providers, Apple Tree is expanding its
pediatric dental care for Metro area children and their families through this new program,
resul1ng in more children being treated and more trained pediatric dental workforce members
available to provide care.
(more)
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Dr. Cook strongly advocates that all children deserve access to
high quality, personalized, and compassionate dental care.
“The link between oral health and overall health is wellestablished,” he said. “While baby teeth may not be
permanent, they provide an important founda1on for a child’s
speech, conﬁdence, and healthy adult teeth."

Dr. Nathaniel Cook, Director of
Pediatrics

"Our Pediatric Dental Speciality Program is state-of-the-art,
which is due in large part to our many wonderful partners and
funders. We’re grateful to the Medica Founda1on, Anoka
County, Minnesota Department of Health, and Park Dental
Founda1on along with our numerous other supporters, as their
belief in our mission is allowing us to expand essen1al pediatric
dental services," said Dr. Michael Helgeson, Apple Tree Dental
CEO and Co-Founder.

Find more informa1on about Apple Tree’s new Pediatric
Specialty Care at www.appletreedental.org/services/pediatrics.
XX
About Apple Tree Dental
Founded in 1985, Apple Tree Dental’s mission is to overcome barriers to oral health. Apple Tree
provides comprehensive preven1ve care and dental treatment services at eight Centers for
Dental Health throughout Minnesota to individuals and families, and also operates on-site care
programs at 150 community partner loca1ons for vulnerable communi1es using the industry’s
latest technologies. With special exper1se in pediatric, geriatric, and special needs popula1ons,
Apple Tree is na1onally recognized for its pioneering approach to integra1ng dental care as part
of overall health and wellbeing. For more informa1on, visit appletreedental.org.
About Anoka County
The mission of Anoka County, one of the fastest-growing coun1es in Minnesota, is to serve
ci1zens in a respeckul, innova1ve, and ﬁscally responsible manner. The Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program is the federal government’s primary program for
promo1ng community revitaliza1on. CDBG provides annual grants on a formula basis to Anoka
County.
About Medica FoundaEon
Established in 1992, the Medica Founda1on is a nonproﬁt, charitable grant-making founda1on
for community-based programs and services. We are the charitable giving arm of Medica, a
Minnesota-based health plan. The Medica Founda1on believes that everyone deserves a fair
and just opportunity to be as healthy as possible. Beginning with our 2021 grants, we’re
bringing more inten1on and focus to our advocacy and support for people of color, with the aim
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of elimina1ng dispari1es that result from ins1tu1onalized racism and discrimina1on. We are
proud to share our new statements of mission, vision and values.
About Minnesota Department of Health
Minnesota’s public health system is known as one of the best in the na1on. It is built upon a
strong partnership between the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), local public health
agencies, tribal governments and a range of other organiza1ons. The department’s mission is to
protect, maintain and improve the health of all Minnesotans. It has about 1,500 employees and
an annual budget of approximately $500 million in state, federal and fee-based funds. The
Clinical Dental Educa1on Innova1ons grant program supports innova1ve clinical training for
dental professionals and programs that increase access to dental care for underserved
popula1ons in Minnesota.
About Park Dental FoundaEon
For over 45 years, Park Dental has been commined to providing communi1es with bener and
more accessible dental care. In 2015, the company extended this commitment by crea1ng the
Park Dental Founda1on, a non-proﬁt en1ty that supports educa1on, research and dental care
outreach. Park Dental has always believed in improving lives through the advancement of oral
health, and the Park Dental Founda1on allows the company to further build upon the many
charitable ac1vi1es that they have engaged in for decades. Since the forma1on of the Park
Dental Founda1on, it has distributed over $150,000 in grants and scholarships, and has big
plans to expand on these eﬀorts in years to come.

